Infectious agents, immunity, and rheumatic diseases.
It should again be cautioned that these hypotheses are just that--hypotheses, for which there are some suggestive but not conclusive data. I have described these hypotheses using B27 and AS, and DR4 and RA. We are all aware that AS occurs in individuals who are B27 negative, and RA occurs in individuals who lack DR4. Although space does not permit further elaboration here, these hypotheses can be modified to take these additional associations into account. It should also be noted that even if the mechanisms advanced in these hypotheses prove to be true, different mechanisms may apply to different diseases, and several of these mechanisms may act in concert to produce disease. Nevertheless, these hypotheses provide a framework against which future experiments can be designed to further elucidate the relationship among infectious agents, immunity, and rheumatic diseases.